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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is an initial Office Action upon examination of the above- 
identified application on the merits. Claims 1-23 are pending in this application. 

Priority 

2. Applicant's claim for the benefit of a prior-filed application under 35 U.S.C. 
119(e) or under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121, or 365(c) is acknowledged. Applicant has 
complied with the conditions for receiving the benefit of an earlier filing date 
under 35 U.S.C. 365(c). 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), 
which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: reference numbers 315 and 352 in figure 1; reference numbers 135 
and 155 in figure 4; reference number 155 in figure 5. 
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Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment 
to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the 
filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes 
are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
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invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 9-17, 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by USPN 7,142,204 B2 to Shiotsu et al. 

As per claim 1, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses a control apparatus for 
a portable device, the portable device comprising a power source ("battery") and a 
processing system (see column 4 lines 1-4, "signal processing means 4") for 
processing media content ("converting data signals") received from a service 
provider ("digital terrestrial TV broadcast reception means 3") via a delivery 
channel (see columns 4-5 lines 65-2, "SDTV-correlative picture quality, HDTV- 
correlative picture quality"), the control apparatus being arranged to: determine 
remaining capacity (see column 5 lines 5-8, "residual battery information 
acquisition unit 33") of the power source ("battery"); receive information from the 
service provider (see column 3 lines 61-67, "digital terrestrial TV broadcast 
reception means 3") about available delivery parameters (see column 4 lines 12-18, 
"program image quality determining means 6") for an item of content ("electronic 
program guide"); determine an operating duration (see column 4 lines 12-18, 
"potential viewing duration predicting means 7") for the device (see column 4 lines 
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35-37, "notebook PC 10") based on the delivery parameters ("program image quality 
determining means 6") and the remaining capacity ("residual battery information 
acquisition unit 33") of the power source ("battery"); and send a request to the 
service provider (see column 5 lines 23-35, "channel-change demand, channel- 
control signal") specifying at least one delivery parameter ("program image quality 
determining means 6") for delivery of the content ("SDTV-correlative picture 
quality, HDTV-correlative picture quality"), based on the determination of the 
operating duration ("potential viewing duration predicting means 7"). 

As per claim 2, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses the information 
received from the service provider ("digital terrestrial TV broadcast reception 
means 3") includes a duration of the item ("potential viewing duration predicting 
means 7") of media content (see column 4 lines 19-22, "electronic program guide 
information") and the step of sending a request to the service provider ("channel- 
change demand, channel-control signal") comprises sending a parameter ("channel- 
change demand") which will allow the portable device ("notebook PC 10") to operate 
for a period of time (see column 5 lines 23-31, "predetermined value") which equals 
or exceeds the duration of the item ("potential viewing duration predicting means 
7") of media content ("electronic program guide information"). 



Application/Control Number: 10/596,837 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2121 

As per claim 3, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses the information 
received from the service provider ("digital terrestrial TV broadcast reception 
means 3") indicates a plurality of alternative delivery parameters (see columns 4-5 
lines 65-2, "SDTV-correlative picture quality, HDTV-correlative picture quality") 
for the same item of content ("electronic program guide information") and the 
control apparatus (see column 3 lines 61-4, "information processing device 1") is 
arranged to determine an operating duration ("potential viewing duration predicting 
means 7") for each of the alternative delivery parameters (see column 6 lines 18- 
28, "five hours ... SDTV program, HDTV program ... 2 hours"). 

As per claim 4, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses a control apparatus 
which is arranged to determine an operating duration ("potential viewing duration 
predicting means 7") by making use of stored information (see column 6 lines 13-17, 
"first table 35, second table 36") about expected duration ("potential viewing 
duration predicting unit 32"). 

As per claim 6, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses a control apparatus 
which is further arranged to send information ("digital terrestrial TV broadcast 
reception means 3") about available options for delivery (see columns 4-5 lines 65- 
2, "SDTV-correlative picture quality, HDTV-correlative picture quality") of the 
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media content ("electronic program guide information") to a user interface (see 
column 4 lines 7-11, "display means 5") of the portable device ("notebook PC 10"). 

As per claim 7, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses a control apparatus 
which is further arranged to receive, from the user interface ("display means 5"), a 
selection of an available option ("channel-change demand, channel-control signal") 
and the step of sending a request to the service provider ("channel-change demand, 
channel-control signal") is based on the selection received ("channel-change 
demand, channel-control signal") from the user interface ("display means 5"). 

As per claim 9, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses the delivery 
parameters ("program image quality determining means 6") include at least one of: 
delivery data rate, video quality (see columns 4-5 lines 65-2, "SDTV-correlative 
picture quality, HDTV-correlative picture quality"), video format (see columns 4-5 
lines 65-2, "SDTV-correlative picture quality, HDTV-correlative picture quality"), 
video resolution, frame rate, colour depth and audio quality. 

As per claim 10, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses the media content 
("electronic program guide information") is delivered to the portable device 
("notebook PC 10") by a streaming operation ("digital terrestrial TV broadcast 
reception means 3"). 
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As per claim 11, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses a control apparatus 
which is arranged to automatically send the request to the service provider 
("channel-change demand, channel-control signal") based on stored user 
preferences (see column 6 lines 13-17, "first table 35, second table 36"). 

As per claim 12, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses a control apparatus 
which is arranged to determine the operating duration ("potential viewing duration 
predicting means 7") and to send the request to the service provider ("channel- 
change demand, channel-control signal") during delivery of the media content 
("digital terrestrial TV broadcast reception means 3"). 

As per claim 13, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses a control apparatus 
which is arranged to determine the operating duration ("potential viewing duration 
predicting means 7") a plurality of times (see column 6 lines 18-28, "five hours ... 
SDTV program, HDTV program ... 2 hours") during delivery of media content 
("digital terrestrial TV broadcast reception means 3"). 

As per claim 14, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses a portable device 
comprising a power source ("battery"), a processing system (see column 4 lines 1-4, 
"signal processing means 4") for processing media content ("converting data 
signals") received from a service provider ("digital terrestrial TV broadcast 



Application/Control Number: 10/596,837 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2121 

reception means 3") via a delivery channel (see columns 4-5 lines 65-2, "SDTV- 
correlative picture quality, HDTV-correlative picture quality") and the control 
apparatus ("information processing device 1"). 

As per claim 15, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses a method of operating 
a portable device which comprises a power source ("battery") and a processing 
system (see column 4 lines 1-4, "signal processing means 4") for processing media 
content ("converting data signals") received from a service provider ("digital 
terrestrial TV broadcast reception means 3") via a delivery channel (see columns 4- 
5 lines 65-2, "SDTV-correlative picture quality, HDTV-correlative picture quality"), 
the method comprising: determining (see column 5 lines 5-8, "residual battery 
information acquisition unit 33") of the power source ("battery"); receiving 
information from the service provider (see column 3 lines 61-67, "digital terrestrial 
TV broadcast reception means 3") about available delivery parameters (see column 
4 lines 12-18, "program image quality determining means 6") for an item of content 
("electronic program guide"); determining an operating duration (see column 4 lines 
12-18, "potential viewing duration predicting means 7") for the device (see column 4 
lines 35-37, "notebook PC 10") based on the delivery parameters ("program image 
quality determining means 6") and the remaining capacity ("residual battery 
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information acquisition unit 33") of the power source ("battery"); and sending a 
request to the service provider (see column 5 lines 23-35, "channel-change demand, 
channel-control signal") specifying at least one delivery parameter ("program image 
quality determining means 6") for delivery of the content ("SDTV-correlative 
picture quality, HDTV-correlative picture quality"), based on the determination of 
the operating duration ("potential viewing duration predicting means 7"). 

As per claim 16, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses software for 
controlling operation of a portable device comprising a power source ("battery") 
and a processing system (see column 4 lines 1-4, "signal processing means 4") for 
processing media content ("converting data signals") received from a service 
provider ("digital terrestrial TV broadcast reception means 3") via a delivery 
channel (see columns 4-5 lines 65-2, "SDTV-correlative picture quality, HDTV- 
correlative picture quality"), the software being arranged to cause a processor of 
the portable device to perform the steps of: determining (see column 5 lines 5-8, 
"residual battery information acquisition unit 33") of the power source ("battery"); 
receiving information from the service provider (see column 3 lines 61-67, "digital 
terrestrial TV broadcast reception means 3") about available delivery parameters 
(see column 4 lines 12-18, "program image quality determining means 6") for an item 
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of content ("electronic program guide"); determining an operating duration (see 
column 4 lines 12-18, "potential viewing duration predicting means 7") for the 
device (see column 4 lines 35-37, "notebook PC 10") based on the delivery 
parameters ("program image quality determining means 6") and the remaining 
capacity ("residual battery information acquisition unit 33") of the power source 
("battery"); and sending a request to the service provider (see column 5 lines 23- 
35, "channel-change demand, channel-control signal") specifying at least one 
delivery parameter ("program image quality determining means 6") for delivery of 
the content ("SDTV-correlative picture quality, HDTV-correlative picture quality"), 
based on the determination of the operating duration ("potential viewing duration 
predicting means 7"). 

As per claim 17, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses a method of 
delivering media content from a service provider to a portable device comprising: 
sending information (see column 4 lines 35-37, "wireless digital television receiving 
module 12") to the portable device ("notebook PC 10") about available delivery 
parameters (see columns 4-5 lines 65-2, "SDTV-correlative picture quality, HDTV- 
correlative picture quality") for an item of media content ("EP<9 information"); 
receiving a request (see column 5 lines 32-35, "channel control signal, channel 
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control demand") from the portable device ("notebook PC 10") specifying at least 
one delivery parameter ("SDTV-correlative picture quality, HDTV-correlative 
picture quality") for delivery of the content ("program"), the parameter ("SDTV- 
correlative picture quality, HDTV-correlative picture quality") being selected by 
the portable device ("notebook PC 10") in response to determining an operating 
duration (see column 5 lines 9-20, "potential viewing duration calculating unit 34") 
of the device ("notebook PC 10") based on the delivery parameters ("SDTV- 
correlative picture quality, HDTV-correlative picture quality") and the remaining 
capacity of the power source ("remaining battery capacity information"); and 
delivering the item ("wireless digital television receiving module 12") of media 
content ("program") to the portable ("notebook PC 10") device using the requested 
parameter ("channel control signal, channel control demand, SDTV-correlative 
picture quality, HDTV-correlative picture quality"). 

As per claim 22, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses the step of delivering 
the item ("wireless digital television receiving module 12") of media content 
("program") is a streaming operation ("wireless digital television receiving module 
12"). 
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As per claim 23, the Shiotsu et al. reference discloses apparatus (see column 
4 lines 33-34, "portable information processing device") for performing the 
method. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 5, 8 and 18-21 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following references are cited to further show the state of the art with 
respect to distributing/delivering media content to portable devices in general: 
USPN 7,219,153 Bl to Day 
USPN 7,028,203 B2 to Nakai 
USPN 6,584,825 B2 to Pratt et al. 
US Pub. No. 2003/0018581 Al to Bratton et al. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Crystal J. Barnes Bullock whose telephone 
number is 571.272.3679. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Albert Decady can be reached on 571.272.3819. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 

/Crystal J. Barnes Bullock/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2121 
23 September 2008 



